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 Minutes & Agent's Report - 19 December 2017  

Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald/Brown Conference Room, 1st Floor, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

  

 19 December 2017 

Minutes 

6:30 PM      Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), Steve Winters (SW), 

and Ryan Byrnes (RB) present.  Conservation Agent John DeLano (JD) was present and took notes for Secretary Kitty 

Doherty.  The meeting was videoed for the local cable network.     

● TH asked for a motion to approve minutes for the meeting on 5 December  2017.  SW / RB motioned thus and so voted the 

commission to approve Minutes as presented.   

 

New Public Hearings:  

359 Pleasant Street - NOI  (SE 328 -741)  Merrill Engineers & Land Surveyors, Inc. / Kevin Griffith;  to redevelop an 

existing commercial self-storage facility within 100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW); 

● TH read the Public Hearing (PH) Legal Ad and opened the PH.  ● Tom Pozerski presented the green cards as evidence 

of notifying abutters.  Tom noted that this was a joint filing and PH for the NOI and a General Stormwater Management 

Permit.  Tom informed the Commission that the project as presented met the Stormwater regulations to the maximum 

feasible compliance standards.  JD asked if he received the Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program letter in 

response to the filing.  Tom indicated that it hadn't been received.  Tom noted that his applicant would like the option to 

install 3 narrower buildings instead of the two larger buildings near the rear.  Tom submitted a draft plan of the optional 

layout and JD received it and dated it at the meeting.  See Agent's report which is attached for other information 

presented at the PH.  Tom noted that the applicant wanted to do a 5' vista pruning of brush along the outside of the chain 

link fence that surrounds the property.  JD indicated that the area involved with the pruning was part of the stormwater 

management system and that the request was not a problem.  JD noted that he wanted to include a conservation 

easement at the 50' buffer of the BVW when the Order Of Conditions (OOC) are approved. 

●TH asked to continue the PH to 2 Jan 2018.  SW / RB motioned thus and so voted the commission.    

 

Continued Public Hearings: 

 

61 Ash Street - NOI (SE 328 - 728)  Collins Engineering / Raymond Hashem;  to upgrade the existing septic system for 

a SF residential home in the vicinity of the 50' Buffer Zone; 

● George Collins presented the background on the previous hearings.  He indicated that the request of the commission 

for him to include advanced treatment as mitigation for granting a waiver of the 50' no disturb requirement was not 

warranted.  He spent considerable time explaining his reasons.  He indicated that the system approved by the Board of 
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Health (BOH) was costly and the added requirement suggested by the commission was a financial burden due to the 

added costs and the required yearly maintenance contract associated with the advanced treatment.   John Cruz, chairman 

of the BOH was present and added his opinion about the financial burden that the advanced treatment system wanted by 

the commission would have on the owner.     

● JD noted that there was no mitigation offered by the first plan that would allow the commission to justify granting the 

50' no touch waiver.  JD also suggested that he could call the manufacturer of the advanced treatment system to 

determine the cost of the maintenance contract.   

● TH suggested that Mr. Collins could revise his plan to include removal of the pavement near the garage, place 

conservation markers around the garage, and propose buffer enhancement plantings;  JD added that he would feel more 

comfortable with a conservation easement on the property too.  ● George Collins asked that the OOC include these items 

so that the plan didn't have to be revised. 

● TH asked for a motion to close the PH.  SW / RB motioned to close the PH and so voted the commission.   ● TH asked 

for a motion to issue an OOC with the suggested mitigation.  SW / RB motioned for the issuance of an OOC with 

mitigation suggested and so voted by the commission.  ● TH asked for a motion to grant the 50' waiver due to the 

mitigation offered as justification.  SW / RB motioned for the waiver and so voted by the commission.   

       

586 Manley Street - NOI (SE 328 -740)  Jacobs Driscoll Engineering / Joseph Spadea;  to relocate and replicate an 

Isolated Vegetated Wetland to an area next to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland; 

●Ed Jacobs presented the Commission with a revised plan that outlined the vegetation management plan requested at the 

last meeting.  Mr. Jacobs reported that the management plan was prepared by Brad Holmes, the wetland consultant.  He 

noted that the plan was reviewed by JD and that JD had requested some revisions to the plan.  Ed Jacobs reported that 

the plan he was submitting at the meeting contained JD's suggestions and requested revisions.  JD asked  if the 

delineation fee was being submitted at the meeting.  Mr. Jacobs had the check and presented it to JD.  JD recommended 

the project.  Please see the attached Agent's Report.  

●TH asked for a motion to close the PH.  SW / RB motioned  to close the PH and thus voted the commission.  TH asked 

for a motion to issue an OOC with the mitigation and vegetation management plan .  SW / RB motioned for the issuance 

of an OOC with mitigation suggested; so voted by the commission.  

● TH asked for a motion to grant the 50' waiver due to the mitigation offered as justification.  SW / RB motioned for the 

waiver and so voted by the commission.         

 

 

17 Pearl Road  Abbreviated NOI (SE 328 - 739)  David Flynn;  to install a 16' X 32'  in-ground swimming pool in the vicinity 

of a BVW;   

 

●  Applicant David Flynn turned in green cards as evidence that the abutters were notified.  David present the concept of the 

proposed project.   JD recommended the project.  Please see the attached Agent's Report.  

 

●TH asked for a motion to close the PH.  SW / RB motioned  to close the PH and thus voted  the commission.    ● TH asked 

for a motion to issue an OOC.    SW / RB motioned  to issue an OOC and so voted by the Commission. 
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Luke Estates Roadway, off Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 708)  Pilling Engineering  /  Al Endruinas, to construct 5,000 sq.ft. of 

new subdivision roadway  with subsurface drainage system, 2 drainage outfalls and 1 culvert outfall within the 100' Buffer 

Zone of a BVW; 

●JD reported the applicant's representative requested a continuance to the  2 January 2018 meeting.  TH asked for a motion to 

continue the PH to  2 January 2018.  SW / RB motioned for the continuance and so voted by the commission. 

 

Luke Drive, off Brooks Place;  NOIs;  Pilling Engineering /  Al Endruinas, to construct single family homes  with septic 

systems, retaining walls, driveways, and with related grading and utilities within the 100' buffer zone of a BVW; lot #3 

(SE 328-713), lot #4 (SE 328-712), lot #5 (SE 328-711); lot #6 (SE 328-710);  

lot #7 (SE 328 -709);  

●JD reported the applicant's representative requested a continuance to the 2 January 2018  meeting.  ●TH asked for a 

motion to continue the PH to 2 January 2018.  SW / RB motioned thus and so voted by the commission. 

 

 

Administrative Decisions:  

154 Lincoln Street (SE 328 - 733)  Minor Project Change Request  

● JD noted that the applicant switched the location of the garage on his building permit application to the  opposite side of the 

lot from what was approved by the commission.  JD recommended that the commission consider it to be a minor project 

change.  Please see Agent's Report attached. 

●TH asked for a motion to grant a minor project change.  SW / RB motioned for and so voted by the commission. 

 

586 Manley Street (SE 328 - 687)  Surety Agreement for the wetland restoration area   ●JD reported that the agreement was in 

the proper form for signing by the commission.  Please see Agent's Report attached. ●TH asked for a motion to have the 

commission sign the Surety Agreement.  SW / RB motioned for and so voted by the commission. 

 

Vote on 2018 Officers and 2018 Meeting Schedule 

 

●TH asked for nominations for the Chairman & Vice Chairman positions for 2018.  ●SW / RB motioned that the same people 

as are currently positioned remain; thus voted  the commission.  ● JD noted that meetings are on the first and third Tuesday of 

each month except in July,  with only one meeting scheduled for the third Tuesday.  ● TH asked for a motion on the meeting 

schedule. SW / RB motioned for the schedule suggested by JD and so voted by the commission. 

●No new goals were proposed for 2018. 

 

Update on 225 South Street /  Floristal  Enforcement Order (EO) 

● TH reported that the property owner attended the ZBA meeting on 12 December 2017;  the EO was mentioned and the ZBA 

denied the applicant's appeal.   ●The abutter from 228 South Street informed the commission about the long continuous zoning 

violations by the owner of 225 South Street and about the proximity of the activities that occur near the wetland. See the 

Agent's Report attached.   ●TH asked for a motion to send the matter of the EO to Town Counsel.   

SW / RB motioned for the matter to be referred to Town Counsel and so voted by the commission.  ● JD suggested to the 

abutter at 228 South Street to ask to get on a Board of Selectmen agenda to discuss the issue with them.  
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 Update on Model Airplane fields draft lease agreement   

● JD reported that nothing has come back from the Town Administrator or Town Counsel regarding the draft lease.  

However, JD noted that he has obtained a copy of the insurance policy that was used to indemnify the Haseotes family 

when they owned it and allowed the club to use the land.  

 

Informal Discussion:   

457 South Main Street (SE 328 - 555) Azu / Bob Iafrate - project changes  

 

● Azu Etoniru, engineer for the project's proposed changes, presented a plan showing the recent wetland flagging by 

Pine Brooke Consulting at the rear of the site. Azu reported that the brook at the rear of the building is not a perennial 

stream.  ● The newest change is to create a gravel parking area to the rear and adjacent to the back parking lot.  The 

natural stone wall in the same vicinity would serve as the limit of work.  The plan showed no stormwater management 

for the gravel parking area.  ● TH noted that the plan for the added gravel parking does not show any mitigation for the 

encroachment into the 50' buffer.  Azu indicated that he could create some additional wetland areas.  ● JD suggested that 

since the changes being requested were substantially different than what was originally proposed, the applicant would 

have to ask for an amended OOC.  The request would require a legal ad and abutter notification.  Azu was informed that 

the next available meeting was January 16, 2018.   ● Azu will get the request for an amended OOC into the commission 

as soon as possible.    

 

The following documents were signed by the commission:  

 

17 Pearl Road  Abbreviated NOI (SE 328 - 739)  David Flynn;   

586 Manley Street (SE 328 - 687)  Surety Agreement for the wetland restoration area 

Invoices:   W.B. Mason- Office Supplies 

  Adrian Signs - Wetland Signs 

  Schwab Office Supply- Ink Stamp Pads 

 

 

 

Other: 

 

Office Copier Maintenance Contract Discussion- JD to get estimate 

Kitty Doherty - Intern Fill-in discussion- Wait and See Approach- Recommendation at a later date 
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Agent's Report:    

Item #1 New Public Hearing DEP #328-741 - Notice of Intent (NOI) - #359 Pleasant Street - Re-development of a 

Commercial Site within 100' of a BVW  

Along with the green cards for notifying the abutters, we need to verify that the applicant has sent NHESP a copy of the 

NOI filing.  We can't close the Public Hearing until we receive a copy of the NHESP letter.  I have reviewed the filing fees 

and they are correct and they include the delineation fee.  I witnessed the test pits on 10-05-2017 before the NOI was 

filed.  I have no issues with the project and the re-development of this site will be an improvement of the existing 

conditions. 

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to 01-02-2018.         

Item #2 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-728- Notice of Intent (NOI) #61 Ash St. Septic System Repair for a Single 

Family Home and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   

The applicant's engineer and the Chairman of the Board of Health (BOH) will be appearing before the Commission 

regarding this project.  As you may recall, the BOH would not approve the revised plan that the Commission requested. 

Recommendation: To be made depending on discussions with the applicant's representative at the meeting.          

Item #3 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-740 - Notice of Intent (NOI) - #586 Manley Street - Relocate and Replicate 

an Isolated Vegetated Wetland/Isolated Land Subject to Flooding  

As you may recall, this project involves the relocation of a low area in an existing hay field.  The reasons for the 

relocation and the benefits of allowing this change was discussed at the first meeting. I suggested to the applicant's 

representatives that we need to hear about what the applicant plans to do with the area of the farm pond, adjacent hay 

fields and how it can be managed to avoid it being taken over by invasive plants.  I have received a copy of the 

Vegetation Management Plan for the buffer area and the riverfront area.  I made a couple of suggestions for revising it 

and the plan has been revised.  I would recommend that if the Order of Conditions (OOC) are issued for this project, the 

OOC require a Vegetation Management Agreement with the owner of the land.  The applicant was informed that the 

delineation fee was missing and the applicant will bring the fee to the meeting tonight.   

 Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to grant a waiver of the 50' no disturb buffer so that the 

replication work and the future vegetation management plan can be implemented.  Motion to issue an OOC within 21 

days.  

Item #4 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-739 - Abbreviated Notice of Intent (NOI) #17 Pearl Road- Installation of an 

in-ground pool and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   

Item #5: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-708- Notice of Intent (NOI) - Luke Estates Roadway - Off Brooks Place - 

Construction of roadway and drainage system    

We have received today a request by the applicant to continue the PH. 

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to 01-02-2018.       
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Item #6: Continued Public Hearings DEP # 328-709 to 328-713– Five NOIs- Luke Estates Lots 3,4,5,6 & 7 - Off Brooks 

Place - Construction of a Single Family Home (SFH), on-site septic system and associated grading.   

We have received today a request by the applicant to continue the PH. 

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to 01-02-2018.       

Item #7: Administrative Discussion - DEP # 328-733 - Minor Project Change Request - #154 Lincoln Street - 

Construction of a new Single Family Home (SFH), Septic and associated grading    

This project was issued an OOC a month ago and during the building permit process it was discovered that the future 

buyer wants the garage on the left side of the house instead of the right side.  This change does not effect the grading 

and actually moves the driveway away from the wetlands.  I don't have any problem with the change and I feel it 

improves the situation. 

Recommendation: Motion to issue a minor project change approval. 

Item #8: Administrative Discussion DEP #SE 328-687 - Cash Surety Agreement- 586 Manley Street-Solar Project with 

Wetland Restoration 

The paper work has been prepared, revised and reviewed.  The agreement has been signed by the bank and the solar 

company.  It now needs the Commission's signatures.  The agreement consists of the solar company depositing $16,000 

in a bank to hold as surety.  The bank has agreed to hold the money and not release the money to the solar company 

until the commission is satisfied that the wetland restoration work takes hold next Spring.  If the solar company fails to 

do any repairs, if any are needed, the commission can use the money to hire a contractor to complete the work and pay 

for it with the cash from the bank.  I recommend signing the agreement and sending a copy of the final document to the 

solar company and the bank. 

Recommendation: Motion to sign the cash surety agreement.   

Item #9: Administrative Discussion -  Voting of 2018 Commission Officers, 2018 Meeting Schedule and any goals if 

desired. 

 Traditionally, the Commission elects the officers at this meeting and sometimes discusses any goals it may want to 

establish.  In addition, the meetings are traditionally the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month with July only having one 

meeting which is the 3rd Tuesday of July.  

Recommendation: To be determined based on discussions. 

 

Item #10: Administrative Discussion - Enforcement Order (EO)- 255 South Street.  Applicant cutting trees in the 50' 

buffer of the wetland to make room for parking his commercial trucks in a residential zone. 

The Zoning Board held a public hearing on the owner's appeal of the Building Inspector's Cease and Desist Order.  The 

meeting was held on 12-12-207.  Tim attended the meeting.  We need to determine if Town Counsel needs to be 

involved due to the owner's non-compliance with the Enforcement Order we have given him. 
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Recommendation: To be determined based on discussions. 

Item #11: Administrative Discussion - Proposed License Agreement for the Model Airplane Club off Maple 

Street/Scotland Street   

The Town Administrator is still reviewing it with Town Counsel to make sure it meets the legal requirements and that the 

liability issue is properly addressed by the indemnification clauses in the license.  I have received a copy of the insurance 

policy used to satisfy the Haseotes Family who owned the property before the commission acquired the property.  I will 

forward the insurance policy to the Town Administrator.  I will keep you updated.  

Recommendation: No action necessary.  Just informational. 

Item # 12: Informal Discussion - DEP #328-555 - Commercial Site Project Changes - 457 South Main Street -   

As you may recall, the applicant and his engineer proposed some removal of invasive plants in the 50' buffer and replace 

them with good buffer shrubs and plantings that would improve the 50' buffer.  In addition, they discussed expanding 

the parking area to the rear of the building but needed to have the wetlands re-flagged.  We received a copy of the 

revised plan. I reviewed it and marked it where the changes are shown.    

Recommendation: No action necessary.  Just informal and informational.  

Item #13: Documents to be signed: 

17 Pearl Road  OOC  (SE 328- 739) David Flynn 

586 Manley Street - #SE 328-687 - Cash Surety Agreement- Solar Project 

END OF REPORT 

 

 

 

Adjournment:  

 

There being no other business to be done by the Commission, the meeting could be adjourned. 

 

 TH asked for a motion to be made to adjourn the meeting.  LA /SW  motioned to adjourn at 8:32 PM, so voted.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano, Agent 


	Town of West Bridgewater

